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International Day of United
Nations Peacekeepers

International Day of
United Nations Peacekeepers
2019 is observed on May
29th.The International Day
of United Nations
Peacekeepers is a tribute to
people who serve or have
served in UN peacekeeping
operat ions. The
peacekeepers are honored
for their high level of
professionalism, dedication
and courage. People who
died for peace are also
remembered. United Nations
Organization is the outcome
of the desire of the world
people. Peacemaking is
necessary and important in
cases of protracted violence
that do not seem to burn
themselves out and in cases
where war crimes and other
human devastation demand
the attention of outside
forces. Over 70 years, over 1
million men and women have
served under the UN flag.
Today, more than 100,000
troops, police and civilian
personnel from 125 countries
serve in 14 peacekeeping
operat ions on four
continents. World peace is
def ined as an ideal of
freedom, peace, and
happiness among and within
all nations and/or people.

 UN peacekeeping
operations mark the Day by
strengthening bonds with the
local populations that they
have been deployed to serve.
The UN is working for world
peace by persuasion,
conciliation, arbitration and
by fighting against the culprit
country in acute case.
Without peace a nation
cannot make any progress.
So peace is ever desirable.
But now-a-days if there be no
peace, the whole human race
will be destroyed. Because
modern war involves atom
bomb and hydrogen bomb.
So, war should always be

avoided for world peace. Peace
can never be achieved by one-
dimensional and unilateral talks
or efforts.

On would find that even
today there have been present
several hindrances in way of
securing a stable, healthy and
enduring peace. Yet the
international community fully
real ized the supreme
importance of the virtue of
peace against the evil of war
only after having suffered the
most unfortunate and highly
destructive two World Wars in
the f irst half of the 20th
century. The blood soaked
shreds of humanity that lay
scattered in several hundred
battle grounds, particularly on
the soils of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, cried for peace,
peace and peace on the earth.

Panchsheela was conceived
as a powerful weapon against
war. The five principles of
Panchsheela constitute an
important and historic event in
the history of international
relations. The Panchasila or the
five points propounded by
Jawaharlal Nehru has been
accepted by many countries for
world peace. The five points
are (1) mutual respect for one
another's territorial integrity
and sovereignty. (2) non-
aggression, (3) non-
interference in one another's
internal affairs for any reason
of economic, pol i t ical or
ideological character, (4)
equality and mutual benefit,
(5) peaceful co-existence.
India and the other non-
aligned countries together have
organized to peace-area.

The human consciousness
then rallied in the Charter of
the United Nations to affirm.
"We the people of the United
Nations determined to save
succeeding generations from
the scourge of war, which twice
in our life time has brought
untold sorrow to humankind….
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and to unite our strength to
maintain international peace
and security have resolved
to combine our efforts to
accomplish these aims."

Ever s ince the
achievement of
independence India has
been assiduously striving for
the promotion of peace. She
has unbounded faith in
peace. She believes that
peaceful conditions alone
can hold out any hope for
the deliverance of mankind
from the rut of so many ills
it is at present plagued with.

Mahavir Swami and
Gautama Buddha tirelessly
preached against all kinds of
violence. Their teachings
were no heeded, but also
acted upon by Indian
emperors. Mahatma Gandhi
has said that "Peace will not
come out of a clash of arms
but out of justice lived and
done by unarmed nations in
the face of odds." Hence
world peace is more
essential not only for India's
economic development, but
also for the economic
development of al l  the
backward countries of the
world. Peacemaking should
be purposeful and positive.

The crisis in the
regional parties
Although the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s spectacular

victory, and the rout of the Congress, in the 2019 election has
elicited most public attention, there is a third dimension to
the verdict. India’s major regional parties, and those who see
themselves as a possible third front of Indian politics, have
also faced major setbacks, throwing many of them into crisis.
From the leading social justice parties of the Hindi heartland
to regional formations led by veteran leaders in the west or
south, there is a sense of shock about the scale of the defeat
and anxiety about what lies ahead.

Take the nature of the crisis first. The Rashtriya Janata
Dal did not win a single seat in Bihar. Its supremo, Lalu Prasad,
remains in jail; there is a feud among his sons; and the man
hailed as his natural successor, Tejaswi Yadav, has failed to
lead the party in this election. Come to Uttar Pradesh. And
despite a formidable alliance on paper, Samajwadi Party (SP)’s
Akhilesh Tadav has failed to improve his party’s 2014 tally in
the Lok Sabha. The SP has five seats; his own family members,
including his wife Dimple, lost; and there are murmurs of
dissent. Bahujan Samaj Party’s Mayawati saw herself as a
possible Prime Ministerial candidate. She may have improved
her tally to ten seats, but her fourth successive electoral loss
and the steady inroads being made by the BJP into her Dalit
base would be matters of grave concern. In the east, Trinamool
Congress’ Mamata Banerjee now faces a critical challenge in
the upcoming assembly elections. Go west, and Sharad Pawar’s
(NCP) final gambit to become Prime Minister now lies in ruins;
recovering ground for even the state assembly polls at the
end of the year in Maharashtra will be difficult. In the south,
another PM-hopeful, HD Deve Gowda, has failed to win his
own seat. The Janata Dal (Secular) is struggling to remain in
power in a fragile coalition. One of the key movers behind the
anti-BJP front, N Chandrababu Naidu, was routed in both the
Lok Sabha and the assembly polls. And finally, the Left —
particularly the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and
Communist Party of India — are now staring at political
oblivion.

Put it all together and it is clear that Indian politics is
going through a fundamental churn. The first assumption —
only regional parties can represent regional aspirations and
they are set to dominate national politics — is under challenge.
The second assumption — caste-based parties have
formidable, unbeatable arithmetic on their side — has been
shattered in the heartland states. The third assumption —
coalitions of regional parties will make them invincible — is
under strain in a situation in which the BJP has got over 50
percent of the vote share in over 15 states. And the final
assumption — federalism will inevitably weaken the centre —
is now coming untrue, for India could well be headed for
more centralisation under the second NDA government. The
Left, regional parties, and old Mandal formations have a lot to
think about.

That time...when my electricity
bill ‘shocked’ me to the core!

Carrier ’s new range of
inverter ACs allows us to adjust
the energy consumption of the
devices depending on the
weather conditions. Summers
are synonymous with air-
conditioners and, well, of course,
inflated electricity bills Here’s a
list of people who found
themselves in situations where
their power bills had them
tearing their hair out. Or, if you
would like to put it so, shocked
them to the core! May 2016 will
be etched in my memory. Ask me
why? My neighbour’s daughter
got married! To make things
clear, I am not particularly in love
with my neighbours. I just felt it
was polite to offer my house for
wedding guests. Three days prior
to the wedding, I found 10
people making themselves
comfortable at my place. Since
it was peak summer, they kept
the air-conditioners on for most
part of the day. And, when the
electricity bill came in, I was in
for a rude shock. Usually I pay
close to INR 7,000 in summers.
That month, the bill came up to
INR 21,000. My act of generosity
backfired! While I have a regular
9 to 6 job, my friend works the

night shift. We trust each other
when it comes to handling house
affairs responsibly. Yet, in June
2018, we were baying for each
other’s blood, and that, too, over
an electricity bill! The bill had
shot up to INR 50,000 as
opposed to the usual amount of
INR 5,000.We both flipped,
started sparring over AC usage
and almost came to blows! Then
one of us (it was me!) had the
better sense to cross-check our
bill with electricity board officials!
Turned out, they had added an
extra zero to our bill! We were
saved by a zero. My wife believes
that she is better predisposed to
run affairs of the house. I often
told her just that she had never
let me try and I would prove
better if she let me. Well, I fell
flat on my face last summer! My
wife was away from home for a
family wedding in May and I was
to join her later. On the day I was
to leave, I cross-checked if I had
locked properly and left. We were
away from house for about five
days. When we returned and
stepped into our bedroom, we
found it was freezing. My face fell
as my wife glared at me for five
minutes without speaking a word.

That month, the electricity bill
was up by almost 40 % and I
learnt the obvious truth – women
are better home managers.
Perhaps all these people would
be happy to know that there exist
air-conditioners that can actually
stop their electricity bills from
spiralling upwards. Yes, that’s
right! Carrier’s new range of
inverter ACs comes with the ‘Flexi
Cool Hybridjet technology’ that
allows us to adjust the energy
consumption of the devices
depending on the weather
conditions.

So, for instance, when it is
very hot, the power input of the
ACs will be 1.75 KW, but when it
is moderately warm, the input will
be only 1.2 KW. What’s more,
these ACs never get interrupted
even at a low voltage of 195V and
a high ambient temperature. The
design is such that in helps in
reducing the temperature more
efficiently. The entire range,
except for the 12/K 3 star, works
without stabilisers even at a
temperature of 48 degrees
Celsius. The hybrid cooling
technology also uses air and low
temperature refrigerant to cool
the outdoor E-Box efficiently.

BJP’s next target

333 in 2024 Lok Sabha
polls with focus on south
In an attempt to increase its footprint in the southern states, the

BJP? will recast itself as a pan-Indian party and not a “Hindi-
speaking outfit” in time for the next Lok Sabha election,

senior functionaries said
PM Narendra Modi (R) and

Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP)
president Amit Shah gesture to
supporters as they celebrate the
victory in India's general
election at the party
headquarters in New Delhi on
May 23, 2019.

333. That’s the target for the
Bharatiya Janata Party in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
according to the party’s national
secretary in charge of Andhra
Pradesh and Tripura, Sunil
Deodhar. The party won 282
seats in 2014 and 303 in 2019.
But it wants even more.

“Our core mandala is from
West Bengal to Tamil Nadu and
to make inroads for 2024, if we
have to reach our 333 mark,
then we will have to focus on
these states along the coast
line,’’ said the key strategist who
has moved from the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to
the party.

In an interview to Hindustan
Times, Deodhar however points
out that Mission 333 can be
possible only if BJP overcomes
the perception of being a party
of and for “Hindi” speakers. He
adds that he has started to learn
Telugu, and that he mastered
Bengali after being asked to
help oversee the party’s march
in the East and the North East.

“If you want to get to the
heart of things, you have to
know the language,’’ he said.

In an attempt to increase its
footprint in the southern states,
the BJP? will recast itself as a
pan-Indian party and not a
“Hindi-speaking outfit” in time
for the next Lok Sabha election,
senior functionaries said, adding
that the party has begun
preparation for strengthening its
organisational structure in four
of the five states in Southern
India, which bucked the
national trend by not voting for
the party in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha polls.

The idea, one of these
functionaries said, is to deliver
results similar to those in West
Bengal , where its tally went
from 2 to 18.

“We will build the party
structure from scratch; panna
pramukhs at the booth levels
will be appointed, the party
together with the RSS will
identify issues that need to be
highlighted. For now the focus
will only be on the party and not
building alliances,” this person
said.

Other BJP leaders have a
more nuanced take. The BJP’s
national general secretary
Murlidhar Rao, who is in charge
of Karnataka , channeled the
Pime Minister’s speech to say
that it is about “ national
ambition and regional
aspiration”.

“So linguistic communities’
identity will be balanced in
Hindutva nationalism.’’The next
target is the assembly polls in
some of these states, he added.

Deodhar said that BJP’s
success in Karnataka was
because it was more of a
mainstream state. Unlike the
other states like Tamil Nadu and
Telengana, the JD(S) didn’t
have a reach all over Karnataka,
only certain areas, he added. .

According to the party
functionaries cited above, in the
five southern states, the BJP will
start holding meetings to
discuss the way ahead. The first
such is scheduled for Tuesday
in Kerala.

According to a BJP
functionary from Kerala who
asked not to be named, a
change in guard in the state is
unlikely, but the party will take
stock on how to reclaim the vote
bank that moved away from the
CPIM to the Congress, in the
aftermath of the Sabaraimala
judgment that allowed women
of all ages to enter the sanctum
sanctorum of the temple.

“We paved the way for the
change of guard after raising
the Sabarimala issue, but
unfortunately it was the
Congress that swept the anti-
CPIM vote. With 40 MLAs and
past experience of being in
power in the state they were
better equipped to fight the
CPIM,” added this person.

In Kerala, where the BJP’s
ideological fount, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
runs the highest number of
shakhas across the country, the
party walked away with 12.9%
of the total vote share but no
seats. It expected to win at least
three seats, including
Thiruvananthapuram, from
where the Congress’ Shashi
Tharoor retained his seat.

In Andhra Pradesh, the party
received only 0.9% of the total
votes polled, less than the NOTA
percentage of 1.49%; three
senior functionaries will be sent
to the state to take stock.
Deodhar , Rao, and Rajya Sabha
MP GVL Narasimha are expected
to tour the state to seek
feedback from the office bearers
and the candidates.

In Telengana and Tamil
Nadu, the party wants to focus
on consolidating voters across
castes. “In Karnataka what
worked for the party was
consolidation of the voters who
were hitherto divided on the
basis of caste. Getting the
support of the Lingayat (upper
caste) and the non-dominant
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
was critical to the BJP’s win,”
said a BJP?leader from Tamil
Nadu who asked not to be
named. On whether the party
will rethink on its alliance with
the AIADMK, which won just
one seat in the Lok Sabha (from
37 in 2014), this person said
that the BJP has “already
indicated that no matter how
strong a party gets we will work
with alliance partners.

Trump in Japan, Taiwan holds military
drills and other news in pictures

NEW DELHI : U.S. President
Donald Trump expects that
Japan's military will reinforce U.S.
forces throughout Asia and
elsewhere, he said on Tuesday,
as the key U.S. ally upgrades the
ability of its forces to operate
further from its shores. Trump's
comments followed his inspection
of Japan's largest warship, the

Kaga, a helicopter carrier
designed to carry submarine-
hunting helicopters to distant
waters. The vessel, which will
soon be upgraded to handle F-
35B short take-off and vertical
landing (STOVL) jets, sailed to
India on a flag-flying mission last
year, going through the contested
South China Sea, much of which

is claimed by Beijing  A knife-
wielding attacker killed a 12-year-
old schoolgirl and another man
before stabbing himself to death
in a rampage outside Tokyo
Tuesday that also injured more
than a dozen including several
children. The mass stabbing in
the town of Kawasaki, south of
the Japanese capital.

How the BJP is increasing
its vote share in the South

On May 23, standing next to
a tea stall I heard a hushed
retort, “His name is not Rahul
Gandhi. He is Rahul Khan. I am
happy he lost.” A man who
seemed to be in his mid-30s told
the tea vendor, referring to
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s rout in Amethi. We
were in Hyderabad, the capital
of the youngest South Indian
state, Telangana. In the state,
the Lok Sabha verdict was
composite — the regional party,
Telangana Rashtra Samithi, won
nine out of 17 Lok Sabha seats,
the Congress won three and All
Indian Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen retained its single MP
seat in the state. The only
surprise that greeted Telangana
was the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)’s improved performance.
And that explained the whispers
in tea stalls, the growing number
of WhatsApp forwards favouring
the party and Hyderabad-based
trolls who indiscriminately target
anyone criticising the BJP.

In 2019, the BJP in
Telangana upped its seat share
to four against the one it secured
in 2014. The party also improved
its vote share from 10.5% to
19%. Most important, it pulled
a shocker — the contest in
Nizamabad where TRS’s
Kalvakuntla Kavitha, incumbent
MP and daughter of Chief
Minister, K Chandrashekar Rao,
lost to the BJP’s D Aravind by a
margin of 70,000 votes. A bloc
of 176 turmeric farmers who
fielded themselves as
candidates, thanks to the
growing distress in the
agriculture sector, killed Kavitha’s
chances by polling a total of
98,000 votes. This favoured the
BJP, and how. The BJP was able
to take on a strong regional party
with a vote share of 41.29%
(2019) because the electorate
considered it a viable alternative

even if the endgame was to rout
an incumbent MP who failed
them during her last term. In the
past, that alternative would have
been the Congress, which had a
formidable presence in
Telangana, a part of united
Andhra Pradesh before 2014.

While the south largely
bucked the national trend by
limiting the BJP’s seat share to
29 out of its 128 members of
Parliament (MPs), lone trends
like that in Telangana suggest
that the BJP is a growing
presence in the five states
located south of Vindhyas. For
starters, in three out of five
southern states — Karnataka,
Telangana and Kerala — the
party improved its vote share
either marginal ly or
substantially. In Kerala, where
the Congress won 15 out of 20
seats, the BJP improved its vote
share by 2.48%. Moreover, the
Congress’ victory in the state
was largely the result of voter
dissatisfaction which the BJP
engineered to target the Left
Democratic Front during the
2018 Sabarimala temple
controversy. Topping that, in
Karnataka and Telangana, the
BJP’s vote share improved by
8.01 and 8.5 percentage points
respectively.

In Andhra Pradesh, while
the party’s seat share dipped
by 7.52%, thanks to the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) wave,
which won 22 out of 25 seats,
the BJP has not lost favour
complete ly as YSRCP
president, Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy, is keen on keeping a
distance from the Congress to
protect his vote base. Against
these state wise
performances, it is safe to say
that strong resistance to the
BJP with a clear mandate
against it came from a single
state in the South:Tamil Nadu.
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Ahmedabad: The family
entertainer ‘Total Dhamaal’ that
recently regaled audiences in the
box office has now created
history on TV. It's World
Television Premiere on Star Gold
on 12th May smashed all
viewership records, with an
unprecedented 17.3 million
impressions (2+ India U+R, Wk
20, 2019), making it the most
watched movie premiere of
2019. Bringing the biggest hits
of the year, Star Gold continues
to be the viewer’s choice for new
and latest movie premieres on
TV. With a whopping 529.7
million impressions, the channel
stands tall as the No.1 Hindi
Movie channel in the industry.

Commenting on the success
HemalJhaveri, General Manager
and Executive Vice President,
Hindi Movies Business, Star India
said, “We are elated that ‘Total

World Television Premiere of Total Dhamaal
on Star Gold creates hysteria on TV

Dhamaal’ has broken all previous
records! It wasone of the biggest
films of 2019 and with its
stupendous success on
television, we yet again reinforce
our brand promise of being the
Home of Bollywood
Blockbusters. The response is a
validation of the content and
marketing strategy”

Overwhelmed by the
response received by Total
Dhamaal, director Indra Kumar
commented, “Total Dhamaal has
been a dream come true, first
with its box office success and
now with a blockbuster Premiere
on Star Gold.”

RiteishDeshmukh added,
“The making of this film was
‘Total Dhamaal’ for the entire
cast! I am glad this translated
so well on TV, making it a ‘Total
Success’ with its Premiere on
Star Gold!” (19-8)

Ahmedabad: Wellington chef
Monique Fiso is an intrepid
explorer who loves a challenge.
The 31-year-old culinary artist is
making a splash on New
Zealand's food scene with her
restaurant Hiakai, where she
blends fine dining with traditional
Maori cooking techniques and
ingredients like no one has ever
done before.

While many New Zealand
tourist activities and
accommodations include a hangi
(a meal cooked in a in a pit under
the ground) in their Maori culture
experiences, these are generally
down-to-earth affairs with big
slabs of succulent, smoky meat,
kumara and vegetables.

Hiakai's tasting menus of six,
eight and 10 courses are a world
apart. Each of the exquisitely
plated and executed dishes
features an indigenous or
distinctly 'Kiwiana' ingredient
that no other fine dining

Monique Fiso's restaurant Hiakai
pioneers a new Maori cuisine

restaurant in the world cooks
with.

The menu could contain kina
(sea urchin) panna cotta, tatara
(lemonwood) marshmallows or
kamara gnocchi with huhu grub
sauce. Or how about fried fish
collars with dried tuatua, fennel
seed crust and nasturtium
vinegar, which Fiso describes as
tasting like "chicken wings on
crack." (20-4)

The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa paying homage to Kargil martyrs, at Bhatinda, Punjab.

International Day for Biological Diversity
Celebrated across the Country

New Delhi: The International
Day for Biodiversity (IDB)2019
was celebrated all over the
country today by different States
and various organizations. The
national level celebrations of the
day were held at the Kalaivanar
Arangam in Chennai with
enthusiastic participation of
various stakeholders. Organized
by the Ministry of Environment
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC), Government of India
in coordination with the National
Biodiversity Authority (NBA) and
with the cooperation of the
Government of Tamil Nadu, the
event was graced by the Vice
President of India, Shri M.
Venkaiah Naidu as the Chief
Guest.

The Vice President of India,
Shri Venkaiah Naidu in his
Presidential address highlighted
that conservation of nature and
natural resources is an innate
aspect of the Indian psyche and
faith, reflected in religious
practices, folklore, art and
culture permeating every aspect
of the daily lives of people.
Emphasizing the importance of
biodiversity for the survival of
human race, he referred to the

well-considered responses by the
country to the changing
paradigms relating to
biodiversity, inter alia through
the development of appropriate
policies and legislation such as
the Biological Diversity Act,
2002, and the achievements
made thereof.

Referring to the theme of
IDB 2019, the Vice President
stated that in India, the
traditional food systems evolved
over a period time has proved
to be healthier, more balanced
and nutritious. He brought to the
attention of the audience the
overwhelming message from a
recently released UN Report on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services that nature is in trouble
because of human actions. He
urged everyone to contribute to
conservation of biodiversity,
which is critical for achieving
many Sustainable Development
Goals also.

The theme of IDB this year,
Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our
Health, focuses on biodiversity
as the foundation for food and
health, and aims to leverage
knowledge and spread
awareness of the dependency of

our food systems, nutrition and
health on biodiversity and
healthy ecosystems.

During the event, the Vice
President released the
documents on “Implementation
of India’s National Biodiversity
Action Plan: An Overview”
2019, and ‘Biodiversity Finance
Plan ‘Working Document, and
some other communication
material .  Cal l  for India
Biodiversity Awards 2020, fifth
in the series, was also launched
through the release of a
brochure and poster. A
thematic exhibition was also
organised at the venue with the
participation of over 30
institutions. Interesting exhibits,
posters, and other knowledge
products highlighting the role of
biodiversity for food and health
were depicted at the exhibition.
The Vice President walked
through the exhibition and
appreciated the exhibits.

The event also had the
gracious presence of Shri Anil
Kumar Jain, Additional Secretary
MoEFCC and Chairman, NBA;
Shri Hans Raj Verma, Additional
Chief Secretary, Government of
Tamil Nadu; and Shri

ShambhuKallolikar, Principal
Secretary, Government of Tamil
Nadu. Senior officers from the
MoEFCC, NBA, Government of
Tamil Nadu and Tamil Nadu State
Biodiversity Board,
representatives from other
States, Officers and Scientists
fromCentral and State
Government institutions, Civil
Society Organizations, academic
institutes, students, local
communities, women’s
development committees, and
biodiversity enthusiasts also
attended the event.

In India, a recognized mega
diverse country rich in
biodiversity, nearly 300 million
people are dependent on
biodiversity for sustenance and
livel ihoods.  Across India,
communities, governments and
civil society organisations are
demonstrating ways to conserve
biodiversity, sustain livelihoods,
and contribute to sustainable
development.Celebration of the
IDB provides an opportunity to
raise awareness about the
importance of and threats to
biodiversity, while highlighting
its contributions to sustainable
development.

Auction for Sale of Government Stocks
New Delhi: sThe

Government of India has
announced the Sale (Re-issue)
of (i) ‘7.00 per cent Government
Stock, 2021’ for a notified
amount of Rs. 3,000 crore
(nominal) through price based
auction, (ii) ‘7.27 per cent
Government Stock, 2026’ for a
notified amount of Rs. 3,000
crore (nominal) through price
based auction, (iii) ‘Govt. of
India Floating Rate Bonds, 2031’
for a notified amount of Rs.
5,000 crore (nominal) through
price based auction, (iv) ‘7.62
per cent Government Stock,

2039’ for a notified amount of
Rs. 2,000 crore (nominal)
through price based auction,
and (v) ‘7.63 per cent
Government Stock, 2059’ for a
notified amount of Rs. 4,000
crore (nominal) through price
based auction. Subject to the
limit of Rs. 17,000 crore, being
total notif ied amount, the
Government of India will have
the option to retain additional
subscription up to Rs. 1,000
crore each against any one or
more of the above securities.
The auctions will be conducted
using multiple price method.

The auctions will be conducted
by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), Mumbai Office, Fort,
Mumbai on May 31, 2019
(Friday).

Up to 5% of the notified
amount of the sale of the stocks
wil l be al lotted to eligible
individuals and Institutions as
per the Scheme for Non-
Competitive Bidding Facility in
the Auction of Government
Securities.

Both competitive and non-
competitive bids for the auction
should be submitted in electronic
format on the Reserve Bank of

India Core Banking Solution (E-
Kuber) system on May 31, 2019.
The non-competitive bids should
be submitted between 11.30
a.m. and 12.00 noon and the
competitive bids should be
submitted between 11.30 a.m.
and 12.30 p.m.

New Delhi: Today, IAF
successfully fired the BrahMos
air version missile from its
frontline Su-30 MKI fighter
aircraft.  The launch from the
aircraft was smooth and the
missile followed the desired
trajectory before directly hitting
the land target.

The air launched BrahMos
missile is a 2.5 ton supersonic
air to surface cruise missile with
ranges of close to 300 km,
designed and developed by
BAPL. The IAF became the first
Air Force in the world to have
successfully fired an air launched
2.8 Mach surface attack missile
of this category on a sea target
on 22 Nov 17. Today’s was the
second such live launch of the
weapon. The integration of the
weapon on the aircraft was a
very complex process involving
mechanical, electrical and
software modifications on
aircraft. The IAF has been
involved in the activity from its
inception. The software

Successful Firing of BrahMos Air Launched
Missile from Su-30 MKI Aircraft

development of the aircraft was
undertaken by the IAF engineers
while HAL carried out mechanical
and electrical modifications on
the aircraft. The dedicated and
synergetic efforts of the IAF,
DRDO, BAPL and HAL have
proven the capability of the
nation to undertake such
complex integrations.

The firing could be
successfully undertaken with
dedicated support from Indian
Navy by way of ensuring
availability of a large number of
monitoring ships to ensure range
safety clearance.

The BrahMos missile
provides Indian Air Force a much
desired capability to strike from
large stand-off ranges on any
target at sea or on land with
pinpoint accuracy by day or night
and in all weather conditions.
The capability of the missile
coupled with the superlative
performance of the Su-30MKI
aircraft gives the IAF the desired
strategic reach.

New Delhi: Air Chief Marshal
BS Dhanoa PVSM AVSM YSM VM
ADC, Chief of the Air Staff, led a
four aircraft, MiG-21 'Missing
Man' formation flypast today, at
Air Force Station Bhisiana, to
honour the valour and supreme
sacrifice of men killed in action
during Operation Safed Sagar at
Kargil.   Air Marshal R Nambiar
PVSM AVSM VM & Bar ADC, Air
Officer Commanding-in-Chief
Western Air Command a Kargil
veteran,was also a part of the
formation. The 'Missing Man'
formation is an aerial salute
accorded to honour the fallen
comrades-in-arms. This is an
Arrow Formation, with a gap
between two aircraft in the
formation depicting the - Missing
Man. Later, in a sombre
ceremony, he laid a wreath at the

CAS visited the Air Force STN Bhisiana and
Sarsawa to pay homage to the Air Force warriors

War Memorial to honour the IAF
men who made the supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty.

It was on this day in 1999
that, Squadron Leader Ajay
Ahuja VrC (Posthumous) laid
down his life during the Kargil
conflict. He was at that time the
Flight Commander of 17
Squadron.

On the 28 May the CAS will
visit Air Force Station Sarsawa
and fly in a Mi-17 V5 Missing Man
formation to commemorate the
Kargil martyrs. It was on 28 May
1999 that we lost a Mi-17
helicopter after successfully
attacking the enemy in Drass
sector. Squadron Leader R
Pundhir, Flight Lieutenant S
Muhilan, Sergeant R K Sahu and
Sergeant PVNR Prasad died in
action in that Mi-17 helicopter.

New Delhi: Ministry of Home
Affairs has alerted the State
Chief Secretaries and Directors
General of Police regarding
possibility of eruption of violence
in different parts of the country
in connection with the counting
of votes tomorrow.

MHA has asked the States and
UTs  to  maintain  law  & order,

MHA asks States/UTs to take adequate security
measures in connection with counting of votes tomorrow

peace  and   public tranquility.
States/ UTs have been further
asked to take adequate measures
for the security of strong rooms
and venues  of counting of votes.
This is in the wake of calls given
and statements made  in various
quarters for inciting violence and
causing disruption on the day of
counting of votes.

New Delhi: The Central
Government has extended the ban
on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) for another five
years under sub-sections (1) and
(3) of section 3 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967
(37 of 1967) with immediate
effect. The notification in this

Central government extends
ban on LTTE for five years

regard was issued here today.
The notification states that the

LTTE’s continued violent and
disruptive activities are prejudicial
to the integrity and sovereignty of
India; and it continues to adopt a
strong anti-India posture as also
continues to pose a grave threat
to the security of Indian nationals.

Ahmedabad: In line with its
efforts to offer varied sports
content, UC Browser - world's
No.1 third-party mobile browser
and a content platform, has
announced a mega engagement
campaign comprising of multiple
in-app activities during the
upcoming ICC Cricket World Cup
2019. UC Browser, an Alibaba
Digital Media and Entertainment
Group company, has roped in
cricket veterans Irfan Pathan,
Michael Clarke and Kevin
Pietersen as part of its wide-
ranging cricket coverage to the
most awaited international
championship of One Day
International cricket. Sports
enthusiast and cricket lovers can
now access world-class cricket
content including short videos,

UC Browser Joins Hands with Irfan Pathan, Michael
Clarke and Kevin Pietersen for ICC World Cup 2019

GIFs and memes and more on
UC Browser.

As a market leader in the
technology space, UC Browser
has always made stride towards
empowering ingenious content
consumers. In another step to
benefit cricket fans, UC Browser
is yet again offering its users a
chance to earn prizes worth 1
crore rupees by participating in
an exciting Quiz as well as Play
& Win Game on the browser.
The three former cricketers will
run through exciting interactive
activities and will share match
predictions through-out the
league. Users can also guess
the right answers for every
match and win UCoins, which
can be exchanged for Paytm
Cash. (19-8)

Nokia 3.2 with massive screen and
two-day battery life arrives in India

Ahmedabad: HMD Global,
the home of Nokia phones, today
announced that the Nokia 3.2 is
coming to India. Nokia 3.2
combines the biggest HD+
display for the price, our
signature two-day battery life
and the latest Android 9 Pie
experience, and will be available
starting 23rd May pan-India
across top mobile retail outlets
and Nokia.com/phones.

Ajey Mehta, Vice President
and Country Head - India, HMD
Global, said:

"We know how important a
great display and a two-day
battery life are to many
smartphone users, so we made
sure we delivered on these
qualities for the Nokia 3.2. And
we didn't stop there. We have
put everything you expect from
the latest smartphone into an
affordable package. From
biometric face unlock and AI-
powered features like Adaptive
Battery to a more modern and
personal way to interact with
your smartphone through the

dedicated Google Assistant
button, you won't be held back
by the Nokia 3.2. By owning the
affordable Nokia 3.2, you will
surely enjoy exciting features
and the latest trends apart from
the promise we make - that it
will just get better." (19-10)
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47 illegal Bangladeshi immigrants rounded up
AHMEDABAD: In view of

security concerns for the
forthcoming Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath on July 4, special
operations group (SOG) of the
city police has started rounding
up Bangladeshi i l legal
immigrants. On Sunday, SOG
rounded up 47 Bangladeshi
illegal immigrants from different
areas of the city including
Danilimda, BRTS bus stand,
from near Chirag Park Society,
Naroda Patiya, from near
Ambika Bridge in Vatva and from
Juna Vadaj. ACP, SOG, B C

Solanki said five teams were
formed under instructions of the
joint commissioner of police, J
R Muthaliya, and the anti-
terrorism squad as i l legal
Bangladeshi immigrants have
the chance of being absconding
criminals in their own country,
or may have links with terrorist
outfits.

“The teams rounded up such
Bangladeshi immigrants who
had sneaked into India through
the India - Bangladesh border
at West Bengal,” Solanki said.

“None of them had proof of

being Indian citizens, or valid
visas and most confessed that
they had come here in search
of work. They are mostly
involved in petty jobs and also
begging,” Solanki added.

The backgrounds of the
Bangladeshis are being checked
to verify whether they are
involved in criminal activities,
said SOG officials.

“In the past, we have found
many such Bangladeshi illegal
immigrants to have escaped to
India after committing serious
crimes in Bangladesh. Some

arrested earlier also had links
with terror outfits,” said an
investigator.

ACP Solanki said they have
initiated legal process to deport
the illegal immigrants back to
Bangladesh, even though many
of them manage to sneak back.

“We have come across such
Bangladeshi illegal immigrants
who have been rounded up
more than once clearly
indicating that they manage to
sneak back into India after
deportation,” a senior SOG
official said.

Cellphones worth Rs 14
lakh stolen in Bodakdev

AHMEDABAD: An
employee of branded gadgets
shop on Sunday fi led a
complaint with Vastrapur
police of burglars breaking
into the shop on Sindhu
Bhavan Road in Bodakdev
area of the city and
decamping with high-end
cellphones worth Rs 14.21
lakh and Rs 1.50 lakh in cash.

According to the FIR filed
with Vastrapur police, the
incident occurred on the
intervening night of Saturday
and Sunday when seven
burglars, who were seen in
CCTV footage, broke into the
shop and decamped with 35
cel lphones of a branded
company.

Dhaval Patel, a Ghatlodia

resident who works as store
manager in the shop, stated in
FIR that he closes the shop at
night before leaving. As he was
on leave on Saturday, another
worker, Hitesh Dhorajia and one
Ronak locked the shop on
Saturday night. On Sunday
morning, when two employees
— Kaustubh Patel and Puja Patel
reached the shop to open it,
they found the shutter broken.

When they went inside, they
also found the anti-theft siren
was active and some drawers
were open. When Dhaval was
informed by the two co-
employees, he called up cops
and a team of Vastrapur police
reached the shop.

During primary
investigation, police found that

cellphones, which were kept
for display, were stolen.
Besides, a drawer, in which
cash was kept, was also
broken using an iron rod.

A CCTV footage of the
incident shows two burglars
sneaking inside the store
room. They broke a drawer
and stole the cellphones. In
another footage, two other
burglars were seen entering
the shop. The third CCTV
footage shows seven
burglars, carrying bags on
their shoulder, calmly walking
down Sindhu Bhavan Road.

Vastrapur pol ice
registered a case of burglary
and began an investigation.
No arrest has been made so
far in the case.

AHMEDABAD : The Surat fire
tragedy that killed 22 was a
wake-up call for everyone. After
ordering closure of all tuition
clases in the city within hours of
the tragedy, AMC chief Vijay
Nehra had more to do On
Monday, the city witnessed a
spate of demolitions, sealings
and issuance of notices. In three
days, 2,952 notices were issued,
out of which 833 were issued on
Monday alone The Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC) on
Monday demolished illegally
constructed structures in parts
of the city. The civic body
demolished structures at a total
of 25 premises including seven
hospitals, five tuition classes, six
schools, five restaurants and two
commercial complexes. While
nine demolitions were carried
out in North Zone, six were in
south zone, two in east, three in
west, two in central, three in
south-west and one in north-
west zone. South Zone: Sardar
Patel Hospital, Nelson School and
Body Carpenter Gym.

AMC goes all
out to make

Amdavad safer

Leg shortened by an inch,
man gets Rs 4 lakh damages

AHMEDABAD: Twenty-one
years later, a farmer from Godhra
whose limb got shortened by an
inch in an injury sustained in a
truck accident, will receive a
compensation of Rs 4.25 lakh.
The Gujarat high court noted
that the injury had left the
farmer, who was 26 at the time
of the accident, with permanent
disability due to which he is
unable to undertake heavy
physical work entailed in
farming.

In an order released last
week, the HC enhanced
compensation for Mohammed
Ibrahim Chanda from Rs 2.74
lakh awarded by the motor
accident claim tribunal in 2007.
The high court has ordered the
insurance company and the
parties involved in the accident

to deposit Rs 1.51 lakh more with
9% interest.

Chanda was injured on June
7, 1998, while he was talking to
a person on the roadside. A
scooter was parked on the road
and a truck, driven in negligent
manner, crashed into the scooter
hitting Chanda and others. One
person was killed while Chanda
was hospitalized for 76 days for
an injury sustained on his left
leg. He underwent a surgery.

When Chanda came out of
the hospital, he was certified as
having 44% disability with
reduction of one inch on his left
leg. This left him with a
permanent limping gait.

Chanda was only 26-year-old
at the time of accident

Chanda approached the
tribunal in Godhra and sought

compensation of Rs 7 lakh. The
tribunal ordered the owners of
the truck and the scooter to pay
him Rs 2.76 lakh. Chanda was
not happy with compensation
and moved the HC in 2008.
Justice B D Karia concluded that
Chanda was only 26 at the time
of accident and was engaged in
cattle sel ling as wel l as
agricultural work. The tribunal
had not considered the fact that
due to serious injuries in lower
limbs, Chanda would be unable
to undertake agricultural activity.
He would not be able to lift heavy
materials. Hence, Chanda’s
compensation was enhanced,
and the owners of the scooter
and truck and the insurance
company concerned have been
asked to deposit the extra
amount within eight weeks.

Gujarat government checking
3 buildings per minute

AHMEDABAD: The Surat fire
tragedy that claimed 22 lives has
drawn a knee-jerk reaction from
the state government prompting
it to go into a fire-safety check
overdrive. Though annual fire
safety inspection figures are not
available for the state, according
to government figures the state
officials on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday inspect ed a total of
11,550 commercial buildings
across the state for fire safety!
This translates to around 3
building inspections per minute
round the clock. Mukesh Puri,
principal secretary (urban
development), government of
Gujarat, on Monday said that
buildings found flouting norms
have been served notices. “We
are adopting zero-tolerance
policy against such hazards. All
the establishments functioning
from terraces and basements
have been closed with

immediate effect, even if they
have paid impact fee to
regularize it,” he said. Just
shutting down tuition classes
won’t do. The government
should make fire dril ls
compulsory at all coaching
institutes, according to the
GSDMA’s ‘Safe School’ manual.
Annual reports of such fire drills
should be uploaded on to a
website or put in the public
domain. Those not reporting
should be penalised. Many
tuition institutes still operate
from buildings having a single
exit and entry and are low-rise
buildings. The government could
consider suggesting additional
structures for such buildings for
easy evacuation. Puri was
addressing the media on the
report of the fact-finding
committee on the Surat tragedy,
which he led. “Public
participation and awareness is

important. There were fire
extinguishers in the complex.
Some had got blasted due to
intense heat whereas some
remained unused as probably no
one knew how to operate them.
There would be a sustained drive
to train building occupants -
especially support staff present
- in basic fire-fighting. It will start
with corporations and go up to
municipality level,” said Puri. In
direct response to the Surat
incident, the state government
will review use of flex banners
over buildings. In the Surat
tragedy, a vertical banner is
reported to have played a major
role in spreading the fire from
the first floor to third and fourth
floor. “Overloading of electric
lines is another major issue. Even
before the incident, the
electricity company has served
about 1 lakh notices to regularize
the load capacity. We are

planning a drive to regularize it
with the energy department,” he
said.

Puri accepted that there is
staff and equipment crunch
especially in smaller cities and
towns.

“We looked into the claim
that the fire brigade was late
in reaching at the spot. But it
was not the case - the first
respondents reached the spot
quickly but they only had a
ladder of 10.5 metre which
was not capable of reaching
the top floor and rescuing
people.  We wil l  dev ise a
system where the hydraulic
platforms, which could reach
to the top floors, should be
informed as quick ly as
possible,” Puri said. “We are
also assessing how many such
specia l ized vehic les are
required and where should it
be deployed,” he added.

AHMEDABAD: Eight cases of
cholera were reported in
Ahmedabad this month till May
25, according to data given by
the health department of
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC). The weekly
health report released by the
AMC indicates that two of these
cases were reported in
Amraiwadi area of the city while
three were reported in Danilimda
and Behrampura areas of the
city, among others.

In all, some 1,413 cases of
water-borne infections were
reported in Ahmedabad,
indicates the report, till May 25.
These include 865 cases of
vomiting and diarrhoea, 172
cases of jaundice and 385 cases
of typhoid. The cases of typhoid
have already witnessed an
increase against last year, when
359 cases were reported in the
entire month of May 2018.

Eight cases of
cholera reported

Fire erupts at chemical factory in Sanand
AHMEDABAD: A major fire

broke out at a chemical
factory in Sanand town of
Ahmedabad district on
Monday afternoon. No
casualties were reported in
the incident, officials of the
Ahmedabad Fire and
Emergency Service (AFES)
said.

The fire broke out at
around 2.30pm on Monday at

Nrup Reck Solvents and
Chemicals at the Uma estate,
1km from the Sanand toll booth.
As many as 60 AFES personnel
and 14 firetenders were pressed
into service , said the
Ahmedabad chief fire officer M
F Dastoor.

It took 3 hours to douse the
blaze, Dastoor said.

Another official said the
blaze occurred due to a

chemical leak and it spread
across the unit, where solvents
and other chemicals were
stored. Due to the heat, the
solvent caught fire and this went
out of control, said the fire
official. The fire spread rapidly
through the entire unit, forcing
workers to rush out. Fire official
said that the fumes from the fire
at the unit were hazardous and
person exposed to them would

faint immediately. As the unit
was located in an open area,
the fumes did not harm
anyone.

This is the second fire at
an industrial unit in Gujarat
this month. On May 27, a
major fire broke out in a
chemical unit at the Vapi
GIDC industrial estate, in
which two workers suffered
injuries.


